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exactly how we ought to sign that. And once
again, when they ring the bell, I will show
up.

I noticed that the title of your annual re-
port was, ‘‘Protecting a Nation at Risk.’’ I
thought you were describing my job. [Laugh-
ter] I’ll say this, there will always be risks
involved in the work of freedom and the work
of holding a civilized society together. The
great tension we face today all around the
world, in some ways, can be seen in the work
you’re doing against arson.

There is today no cold war, no imminent
threat of nuclear annihilation, although nu-
clear dangers remain. Three of the four
countries in the former Soviet Union that had
nuclear weapons have committed to getting
rid of them, and Russia, which still has nu-
clear weapons, and the United States no
longer point their warheads at one another.
That is a wonderful thing to consider.

But it’s also true that we are fighting a
constant battle all around the world between
order and chaos and between those who wish
to live in harmony and freedom and those
who would abuse that very freedom. You see
it whether it’s in the ethnic brutality and the
civil war in Bosnia or the rise, the lamentable
rise, of organized crime in Russia where or-
ganized criminal thugs murder bankers at
will who are trying to see free enterprise take
root there or in the work of the gangs and
some of the horrible tragedies within our
own cities and communities.

Those of you who are willing to literally
put your lives on the line for other people’s
interests, for people who are in trouble, are
the ultimate rebuttal to the cynics who be-
lieve we cannot create a world of justice and
freedom where people live together in peace
and honor. But we will, all of us, for the rest
of our lives be fighting and working to make
sure that our Nation is not put at risk and
that our world can become safer by making
sure the forces of order win over the forces
of chaos and that the people who wish to
have freedom are also willing to exercise it
with responsibility. Every day, your lives sym-
bolize that, the first and most enduring lesson
of our democracy, and I thank you for it.

Thank you very much.

[At this point, the President was presented
gifts, including a statue of an American
eagle.]

The President. I promise when I was in-
vited to come, I had no idea I was going to
receive any of these things. And you probably
don’t know this, Congressman Hoyer, but I
have sometime been a collector of eagles. I
love them very much. And in our State, Mr.
Witt and I, we did a lot of work trying to
preserve the American eagle. And by the
time I left office, we had the second largest
number of eagles of any State in the country.
They do symbolize what is best about our
country, and I will treasure this. Of all the
ones I have collected, I think I have none
that is as beautiful as this, and I’m very, very
grateful.

Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report of the Trade
and Development Agency
May 11, 1994

Dear Mr. Chairman:
As required by section 201(d) of the Jobs

Through Exports Act of 1992 (Public Law
102–549; 22 U.S.C. 2421(d)), I transmit
herewith the annual report of the Trade and
Development Agency for fiscal year 1993.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Claiborne
Pell, chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Re-
lations, and Lee H. Hamilton, chairman, House
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Federal Council on the Aging
May 11, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 204(f) of the

Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended
(42 U.S.C. 3015(f)), I hereby transmit the
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